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Opening statement... 
Well, it was good to get a win after last week. I thought those guys showed some resiliency in how they 
prepared during the course of the week. They continued to just keep their head down. They blocked out 
the noise outside. Still got a lot of work to do, but it’s always better to do it after a win. 
 
On the chemistry between WR Odell Beckham Jr. and QB Baker Mayfield... 
Well, I think it’s getting better and better each week. I’m sure it’ll be better next week than it is this week. 
Both of them work extremely hard on each of their crafts and if they continue to do that then they’ll get 
better knowing each other a little bit more as we go along. 
 
On Beckham Jr.’s ability as a game breaker… 
He’s got speed to finish the job. We got it in his hands down the seam and he finished it. Of course you 
guys have seen plenty of that. It was nice to see him get involved with that.  
 
On addressing DE Myles Garrett’s penalties… 
Well, on one of them he had to lower the target range a little bit from what we were told and we’ll keep 
working at it. I mean, that’s the only thing you can do, and help him, put him in situations, communicate 
with him to put him in situations to make better decisions. It’s a decision-making deal and he’ll still continue 
to work on his decisions 
 
On whether Garrett was removed from the game due to his penalties… 
No, he didn’t. I brought him over, I talked to him and sent him back in. And then he got a sack a couple of 
plays later. So, no he didn’t come out of the game. He’s in there to get sacks. 
 
On what a player like Beckham Jr. can do for an offense… 
Well, any time somebody can touch the ball and put it in the endzone from anywhere you go, it’s incredible. 
You know we’ve got a couple of guys like that, that can touch the ball and put it in the endzone. Our running 
back can do that. We’ve got a couple of other receivers that can do that. So, sometimes they make the guy 
calling the plays look like a genius when they can take a five-yard route and take some of the pressure off 
the quarterback and still be very successful, and put it in the endzone from, I don’t know how long the pass 
was. It was a good deal. 
 
On Beckham Jr.’s touchdown… 
It was an RPO. I mean, there’s plenty of them on tape. It was a called run and adjustment by Baker and 
Odell. 
 
On DE Chris Smith playing in the game after the death of his girlfriend… 
I think it’s an emotional time for Chris, of course, still. She would’ve wanted him to play. He talked to me 
about it and he wanted to play. Chris is a part of this family and a part of this team, so we wanted him to do 
whatever he felt comfortable with doing, that’s what we wanted him to do. We wanted to support him in 
every area dealing with that. 
 
On his feelings about getting his first win as a head coach… 
I’m just ready to get to work on the next one, you know? 
 
On whether Beckham Jr. and Mayfield worked through some frustration early in the game due 
Beckham Jr. having to remove the visor on his helmet… 
Yeah, I think both of them showed some resiliency from the standpoint of, football games in general you 
have to face adversity through the game, and that was one of them, but we got it rectified and fixed the 
problem, and came back out and stayed focused with the job at hand. I thought they both did a good job of 
that. 
 
On what happened with the visor… 
The uniform guy told him he needed to take it off. It was too much reflective something, I don’t know. That’s 
all I know right now. What they told me on the field was too much reflective stuff. I guess the lighting was 
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better down there at that end of the field, after we drove down there inside the five and they could tell he 
had too much reflective stuff on his visor. They waited until we got down the field to tell him, so I don’t know. 
I guess the lights shine differently. 
 
On whether he is being facetious… 
I am. F-A-C-E-T-I-O-U-S.  
 
On whether he was able to speak to Jets defensive coordinator Gregg Williams after the game… 
I didn’t. I looked for him but he wasn’t out there. He did a good job. Gregg did a good job of combatting 
some of the things that we had. He wasn’t going to let us beat him deep. He did a very good job. 
 
On what he liked about the game… 
I thought these guys stayed together. This was a tough week in a lot of areas for our team. I think we’ve 
continued to come together and be tighter than we were last week. And I think that’s going to continue. I 
think adversity, either you run from it or you run toward each other and I think we ran toward each other a 
little bit this week, and I was proud of them. This was a tough week for our team after the loss and then the 
other things on a personal level that happened. And when things like that happen you either scatter or you 
run together and I think we had a bunch of guys that ran toward each other. 
 
On whether it crossed his mind to remove Mayfield from the game on the final drive… 
No. He’s our quarterback. I wanted to make that last third down. Not to say that Garrett (Gilbert) couldn’t, 
but I wanted Baker to do it. 
 
On whether he said Garrett’s penalties were a form of selfishness… 
First of all, I’ll say this. When you get penalties with hits on the quarterback, it’s either the level that you’re 
hitting on or you hit him late. At least this week it wasn’t hitting him late, the second one. The first one I’m 
not sure about. The official said he hit him too high and I think it was a good call. And I don’t know what it 
is but he understands the problem. He’s going to continue to work on the problem. I called Myles over to 
the side and I talked to him. He told me what the officals told him. I sent him out there and his job was to 
get after the quarterback and that’s what he’s going to continue to do. So, you guys can make a big story 
about it all you want, but he’s going to continue to get after the quarterback. 
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On the touchdown pass to Odell Beckham Jr…  
It was a RPO (run-pass option) like you said, cover two shell. Just reading the mike and knowing that the 
nickel is playing in between number three and two. He’s going to have speed down the alley, so really 
giving a token fake and getting the ball in his hands. Making sure to give that ball to him when he’s on the 
move. The rest is all on him. That’s why you give him the ball.  
 
On not even thinking before the throw to Beckham… 
Just seeing his placement before the snap. When we hopped the back over to the other side, the 
linebackers kind of bumped over. Knowing that I had an even bigger window and he made the play.  
 
On if the offense was having difficulties before the touchdown play… 
We absolutely need to play better. I think that’s the biggest thing. Not losing sight that a win is a win, 
especially on the road, and we needed this one, but field goals early on? We’ll take points, but at the same 
time, we have to be able to finish those drives. We need to play better. It’s a little frustrating at times. I think 
I’ll be able to look at this film and get better from it.  
 
On Gregg Williams suggesting that Beckham isn’t a dynamic player… 
He said that? Jesus. Next question. Not a dynamic football player, ok. 
 
On Beckham’s one-handed catch… 
It was pretty dynamic.  
 
On if they practice one-handed catches… 
He’s very talented. He’s going to make plays wherever the ball’s at. That’s the most special thing about 
him. He has unique ball skills. When the ball’s in the air, he’s going to fight for it. Just seeing that it’s man-
to-man and the safety’s not going to get there, to beat the ball on time. He’s making a play. It’s a great 
catch. 
 
On what the offense needs to do differently… 
I think I need to be better checking the ball down and getting completions. I said it last week after watching 
that tape. Getting the ball in our guys’ hands and just putting us in a good position. Keeping the chains 
moving (and) keeping the positivity rolling.  
 
On if it was fun to see Beckham have a good game in this stadium… 
Absolutely. I think he’s been waiting for a game like that and getting back out there with us. 
 
On if it was satisfying to get a road win… 
Absolutely. Anytime you win on the road, it feels good. You want to go out on the road and steal a couple 
of victories throughout the season. It’s a good start for us. It’s great for our mentality going forward. It’s a 
win and we’re going to take that and keep that rolling. At the same time, there’s a lot to learn from this one 
and get better from it.  
 
On what it does for the offense to have Beckham who can change the game with one play… 
That’s how explosive we can be. That’s the type of thing, like I’m saying with the incompletions, something 
like that was a long throw that we really had to scheme something up to protect it and hold on to the ball 
and throw it down the field.  Just get the ball into his hands. Just get it into the playmakers hands. He’s a 
big difference maker when it comes down to it.  
 
On having patience when he knows he has a player capable of making big plays… 
I think it’s a learning curve needing to know when I have to take my shots and then check the ball down 
and get completions. It’s a little difficult at times, but like I keep harping on, just get completions.  
 
On if it was frustrating when Beckham got taken off the field on the first drive… 
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Absolutely. First drive into the red zone, you want him there, especially to see what they’re going to play 
and how they’re going to line up to him in the red zone. You’d love to have him in there.  
 
On Beckham coming off the field in the first quarter… 
He cramped up. He just needs to hydrate better.  
 
On if the difficulties of the night was because the offense wasn’t executing or the defense… 
Once again, I think it was us hurting ourselves. Not to say that they didn’t have a good scheme and weren’t 
playing hard, but completions, making sure we get the chains moving, I think it falls back on us just doing 
our jobs 
 
On if he thinks Beckham had extra motivation coming into this game… 
No, I think that’s the difference in what we see between the lines and in the locker room. He’s a guy that’s 
motivated no matter what. When the lights come on on a Sunday, or a Monday in this case, he’s going to 
turn it on. He’s a special guy who loves when the game is played.  
 
On Nick Chubb… 
He’s our workhorse. It was a great run that first touchdown breaking tackles. I think we need to continue 
that. If teams are going to line up and play some of the stuff that we’re getting to see, we need to keep 
running the ball well. Nick can run it well. 
 
On David Njoku’s injury… 
That hurts game plan wise. He’s getting a lot of reps and doing all of the practice for it. I think we’ll look 
back at the tape and having Ricky Seals-Jones be able to step up when we had our three tight end package, 
that’s really the difference. It’s difficult. I’m not sure the severity of the injury, but we’ll see.  
 
On Myles Garrett… 
The defense played great. They pinned them back. We were able to get punts and get the ball midfield, 
which is why it was frustrating us not playing as well and me not playing as well and getting more 
touchdowns out of it instead of field goals.  
 
On if they drew inspiration from Chris Smith playing… 
I think Chris coming back to practice and Petara (Cordera)’s family being there last week was good to see. 
Absolutely, we’re going to play for that guy. Chris is a great guy. He always has a smile ear-to-ear. That’s 
what he’s known for. He says love what you do, do what you love. He’s our brother, so we’re going to play 
for him.  
 
On if thinks they are just scratching the surface offensively… 
Absolutely. Consistency for us is the goal right now. Completions (are) going to help the consistency and 
taking what they are giving us. That falls back on me. Yeah, I think we are just scratching the surface. 
 
On Jarvis Landry returning punts… 
I think we’re expecting him to take one to the house. He’s not volunteering to do it. He’s the type of guy 
when he touches the ball, he expects to score. We have a great special teams coach. I know he’s probably 
going to be frustrated on a few of those. Anytime we can get the ball in his hands, it’s a great opportunity 
for us as a team.  
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On how it felt to be back at MetLife Stadium... 
It was a lot of weird feelings, coming through (and seeing) the locker room. They had the 
(Giants) locker room closed off. I was just familiar with this area. (I had) a lot of mixed feelings 
about it. I had a different reception from Jets fans than I did previously when I was on the 
Giants. Honestly, (I’m) happy to get the first win, (the) first win for Coach Freddie (Kitchens) as a 
head coach. We didn’t play our best football but we got the “W” and that’s all that matters.  
 
On getting pulled off the field on the first drive… 
It’s just frustrating. I’ve felt that I’ve grown a lot. I’ve just tried to do better, be better but there is 
always something. (There’s) always something. There’s other players in the League who have 
worn it all game. They threaten that they’re going to take them off the field but they never do. It’s 
just always something with me. To pull me off on third and goal, that just hurts the team. That 
falls on me. That’s not what I want to be, that’s not what I want to do. It’s frustrating but all I want 
is it to be equal across the league. Keep it that way, don’t single anyone out. At the end of the 
day, it happened. You learn from it. (I) still don’t know what the right visor would be. That was a 
clear visor but I’m not here to complain about it. I’m just happy we won. 
 
On if he was thinking touchdown right away on his touchdown reception... 
No doubt, no doubt. Coach Campen had this play put in. Baker (Mayfield) had this play put in. I 
knew it was going to be a big play. I saw the safety (Marcus) Maye. As I caught it, he knew I was 
taking the angle to the right. I saw him duck his head down. I just made a cut and I knew I was 
going to be out of there if my hamstrings could hold up. For some reason tonight, they were tight. 
I didn’t know if I was going to make it all the way to the end zone but God willing I did. 
 
On the feeling of reaching the end zone... 
It’s been a long time. It’s been a long time. I missed the back end of the (2018) season. I tore my 
quad, I completely tore it. I couldn’t come back. I was out until early April with the quad, trying to 
get it right. Just being able to play football again. Then I had the hip going through OTAs and 
training camp. It’s good to be back out there playing football. We got the win tonight. We have a 
tough game coming up next week against a very, very good team. (I’m) just trying to get prepared 
for that.  
 
Surreal: 
WHen we played panthers I was running post down field this was year 3 in league, I rmemeber 
making move on josh. I'm running free and see ball in air. I'm talking out loud. This can’t be real. 
I'm in the national football lleague. I feel like I've beenhere before. When I was out here tonight.  
I needed the hamstrings to hold up for me. I was crampig a lot tonight. Tried to stay hydrated, got 
some good pedialyte in.  
 
One handed catch:  
It really was. I seen the ball go up and I swear it’s like I have this déjà vu that happens to me al 
the time in life. I seen the ball go up. Am I a rookie again? This is the same exact moment, same 
exact play. You forget how dark it is in this stadium and how hard it is to track the ball. I just seen 
it and knew I had to make a play on it.   
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On how the offense performed today… 
Yeah, I think the first couple drives we didn’t have things clicking. I think the New York Jets did a great job 
adjusting in the third quarter and mixing things up. But overall, I think we did a great job. We still have a 
long way to go and can still play a lot better. That’s the good thing about it. For now, we’ll get home, rest 
up tomorrow and get back to work on Wednesday.  
 
On if the momentum swung on that 89-yard touchdown run from Odell Beckham Jr… 
Yeah, that did it. That was huge for us. We took all the momentum away from them with that long (catch) 
and run. After that it was our game to win.  
  
On the offensive line play… 
They did a great job getting push upfront stretching it out. A lot of improvement from last week just with the 
penalties for the most part. But other than that, I think they did a great job.  
 
On not having to face long distance on third downs… 
Yeah, that makes the game a lot easier. Staying ahead of the sticks, not getting too far back so we don’t 
have to continue throwing the ball. We were in control the whole time so, we were able to run the ball and 
throw it, whichever we wanted to.  
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On what Freddie Kitchens said to him on the sideline after his roughing the passer penalty… 
He asked me what I was doing and what was I thinking. I told him that there was no way that was a late hit 
and I felt like I tackled him properly. I wasn’t trying to do anything illegal. I struck him just in case I can affect 
his throw or maybe even get the sack. I was just trying to play the game.  
 
On any adjustments he can make to avoid a penalty like that… 
I mean obviously on that play I have to go back and look at it. They said I was a little high on the strike 
zone. I have to see where I was at. If I felt like I was at the right place and lower a little bit, if I was in the 
wrong place than I have to lower a lot.  
  
On how satisfied he is on his performance tonight… 
I’m glad about the sacks. I’m glad about how we did overall on defense keeping the New York Jets to just 
three points. Keeping Le’Veon Bell mostly under wraps, knowing he is a threat at all times. The best part is 
getting the win. Getting that weight off of us. Gaining the momentum to stack some wins. Also, disappointed 
in those penalties and those negative plays against my team. I’m supposed to be a leader on this defense 
and this team so, I can’t be saying that and doing that and also having those negative plays effecting my 
team like that.  
 
On getting that first win… 
It’s nice. It’s always nice getting that first win of the season. We did it in a good fashion. Held the Jets to 
just three points. Had a lead and kept it. Never really gave up too many yards (or), put the offense in a bad 
position and we just really won in a good fashion.  
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On wanting to return punts… 
Just wanting to help the team. I know special teams is a big part of the game. Our defense is going to play 
well and create fourth downs. To be back there and make a big play or being on the plus side of a kick is 
what we need as an offense too.   
 
On if he is fine with Odell Beckham Jr. getting a lot of catches… 
Yeah, I mean it is adding up and it is turning into wins. I’m just here to do my part in any way that I can.  
  
On how close he is on returning a touchdown… 
It’s going to come, it’s going to come. It’s been a year and a half so, it’s going to come. The guys on the 
outside blocking did a hell of a job tonight letting me catch the ball and holding up. So, it’s going to come 
and break for me.  
 
On the big pass play from Baker Mayfield to Beckham, Jr.… 
Yeah, we knew that the New York Jets weren’t going to be able to put up too many points and it was going 
to come down to us make that back-breaker play. We got the ball in Beckham, Jr’s hands and let him go.  
 
On what that play meant for Beckham, Jr … 
I thought it was perfect, especially for a guy his caliber. I said it earlier when I heard he wasn’t the most 
dynamic player in the NFL, he does things like that on a daily basis and it’s what to expect.  
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On Odell Beckham Jr.’s 89-yard touchdown… 
It was a good play call versus what we ran. He caught the ball and made a play. If he's not the best, he's 
up there so it doesn't shock me, but we can't give that up, but it was a good call for what we ran.  
 
On what the team needs to do better to come out with a win... 
We are going through a lot of adversity right now, people hurt, things just not going our way, but that is 
not an excuse. We have to go out there and execute. We didn't execute on both sides of the ball. We just 
have to be better. 
 
On his message to the fans after the 0-2 start... 
It’s tough. Obviously, all we can do is go out there and control what we can control and that is getting 
wins. Obviously, that is what they want. It's very tough for them and I can guarantee it's very tough for us. 
We have another opportunity, that is the good thing about this league, and it's coming up quick so we 
have to get ready. 
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On Luke Falk's performance... 
I feel like he went out there and gave his all. It's all he could do. He gave me a chance to make plays. He 
gave 26 (Le’Veon Bell) a chance to make plays. He stepped in. He didn't let the moment get too big. He 
did all he could. We just didn't finish. We didn't win. It's just hard. 
 
On if his catch by the sidelines in the fourth quarter was too late in the game... 
I don't think it's ever too late in the game. Anything can happen. It's what we make of it. We've got to 
capitalize every play that we make. We've got to create a rhythm, be consistent and score points. It's the 
name of the game. We can't have turnovers. (We) can't have penalties. We've got to capitalize and execute. 
It's the name of the game. 
 
On how he feels going into next week... 
In this game, you can only control what you can control. You've got to make it work. We're all professionals. 
We're all here for a reason. I came from the bottom of the depth chart as a rookie and I had to handle my 
business or else I would not be here. It's the name of the game. Got to get it done. 
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On the quarterback situation... 
Obviously, it always causes a problem when a quarterback changes, but it wasn’t how the quarterback 
played, we just didn’t execute enough for us to get a win today. 
 
On what he can do differently ... 
I just have to be a playmaker, make a play. The fumble and the fourth and two, those two plays I feel like I 
wish I could go back and do over but (I’ll) learn from it. I’ll go watch the film, observe myself and critic myself 
and be better. 
 
On Luke Falk’s performance… 
Luke played well, like I said the quarterback situation wasn’t the problem. It’s guys getting on the details. If 
he had a hot read or something, he got the ball out of his hands quick. I just think we have to get on our 
details about pass protection, guys just catching footballs. We were hurting ourselves, that’s it. Pre-snap 
penalties, we were hurting ourselves, it wasn’t the quarterback play. It wasn’t the play calling, it was us 
executing ourselves. That’s all it was. 
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On how he felt… 
Well, my first thought is hopefully Trevor (Siemian) is alright. But I thought we made some good plays. 
Just in some critical moments we’ve got to find a way to execute. I wish I had a few plays back, but 
overall I thought we did some positive things and there is some stuff to build on, but definitely have got to 
finish, got to find a way to put points on the board. 
 
On Adam Gase saying he calmed down… 
Yeah, I thought he did a great job calling the game, especially that first series. We did a good job running 
the ball. He put me in some good situations and we’ve just got to find a way to execute and put points on 
the board. 
 
On the offense clicking late in the game… 
Yeah, we were. I think if we put that one (drive), we make it a one-score game, maybe this is a different 
ball game, maybe this is a different outcome. But on fourth-and-two, you’ve got to find a way to execute 
and maybe we’re talking about us winning. 
 
On if he would be ready to start next week… 
If my number is called I’d be ready to roll. 
 
On how he feels about potentially starting against the Patriots… 
Just have got to make the most of opportunities, go out there and execute. It doesn’t matter who we’re 
playing. Just have got to go do your best and put the team in a good position to win. 
 
On being thrown into the game unexpectedly… 
Yeah, you never want to see a guy that you spend so much time with go down like that. When your 
number is called you want to go out there and execute. For the most part I thought we did a pretty good 
job of that. Like I said, it’s just those critical moments. That’s what football comes down to. If you execute 
in the critical moments, this game might be different. So, I think there’s a lot of learning to do. I think there 
are some positives. I don’t think it’s as bad as the score might show, but we’ve definitely got to be better. 
 
On how he would describe this week with Sam Darnold’s illness and Siemian’s injury… 
Yeah, it’s been a weird week. A week ago I was on the practice squad and then tonight I’m standing in 
front of you guys after playing in a game. It’s definitely a weird situation of unfortunate events for those 
two guys and I just want to go out there and do the best that I can and help my team win. 
 
On if he thinks more practice reps will help his performance… 
I think so. I haven’t been getting any reps in the sense of physical practice, you’re just trying to get the 
most you can mentally. But there are plays out there that I’d like back that I should be able to make 
without having those practice reps. But I think definitely having a week of preparation and a week of 
practice, I’ll be ready to roll. 
 
On if he felt confident… 
I felt good. I think we were just a play here and there, I was just telling (Offensive 
Coordinator/Quarterbacks) Dowell (Loggains), from this being a different ballgame. I felt calm, cool and 
collected and I just wish we could’ve made a few plays here and there. 
 
On if he grew up admiring Tom Brady… 
Yeah, I think any young quarterback admires what he’s been able to do. So I’ve definitely grown up 
watching him play. If my number’s called it’d be cool to have the opportunity to go against the Patriots. 
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On his impression of Brady… 
You grow up watching the guy, he’s a late-round draft pick, split some time at Michigan. I had a similar 
experience of walking on at Washington State, so I felt like there’s a guy that went through some 
adversity, look what he’s been able to do. So he’s been a source of inspiration for me and it’s been fun to 
watch him. 
 
On if stories of him following Brady’s diet are true… 
I think those stories are blown up. 
 
On if he follows Brady’s diet as strictly as Brady does… 
No, no. I’m 24, so I eat pizza every now and then. 
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Opening statement… 
(Trevor) Siemian has an ankle. We have to get it evaluated, MRI in the morning. DT (Demaryius Thomas) has 
a hamstring. (We’ll) re-evaluate him in the morning. (Jordan) Jenkins has a calf. We’re going to have to 
evaluate him in the morning. Outside of that, we’re good. 
 
On how to fix the offensive line… 
I’m going to have to watch the tape. It’s kind of hard sometimes with some of the run game schemes we were 
doing. We’re trying to figure out who’s coming free and why. We’re trying to get answers on the sideline. We 
have to take a hard look at this and figure out what’s going on. 
 
On why Trumaine Johnson did not play… 
That was just our decision. 
 
On if there was thought to help block Myles Garrett… 
We had some schemes to do that. It just got to the point where we were trying to get the ball out quick. We 
weren’t really doing anything to hold onto the ball that long. Some of those third downs…I mean, you have to 
get guys out. One of our best players is the running back. That’s a problem (if you want to chip). 
 
On if Johnson is not good enough to play… 
We just decided not to play him. 
 
On the leadership from Le’Veon Bell tonight… 
I thought he gave us everything he had. I don’t know how much more he could have done. I know he wishes he 
could have held onto that ball. He was extremely positive on the sideline, just trying to keep everyone going, 
trying to find a way. He just wanted to get into the endzone for us. 
 
On if Johnson not playing was disciplinary… 
No. 
 
On if Siemian’s injury is a high ankle sprain… 
I don’t know. We’ll have to see tomorrow. 
 
On if he saw the replay of the injury… 
No. I just came in here. 
 
On if it’s hard to evaluate the offense when the team is down to the third-string quarterback… 
Yes. When we look at it, we’re going to have to look at all of our guys and see who is doing their job and who is 
not. Do we have to move pieces around? Do we have to change some things up? I thought Luke (Falk) did a 
really good job tonight. He started off kind of slow. I was just trying to ease him into the game a little bit. He was 
on the practice squad yesterday. 
 
On if he thought about kicking a field goal on fourth-and-two in the third quarter… 
No. 
  
On if he knew he was going to go for it… 
Yup. 
 
On if he had a problem with Gregg Williams’ comments about Odell Beckham, Jr… 
Unfortunately for you guys, I don’t read anything. I don’t pay attention to any of this stuff, so it’s hard for me to 
comment on stuff that I don’t really pay attention to. 
 
On if he was aware of Williams’ comment… 
I was told about it, but I really don’t care. 
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On if it’s annoying when a coach gives a team ‘bulletin board material’… 
No because we have to go do our job – coaches, players. We just have to do a better job than what we’re 
doing. 
 
On if the team needs to add another quarterback to the roster… 
We might have to because we’re down to one. 
 
On if there is any further information on when Sam (Darnold) would be back… 
No. I don’t know anything yet. He was supposed to go to the doctor today, but I haven’t followed up on it yet. 
 
On what challenges the Jets face next week at New England… 
I’ll worry about that tomorrow. I don’t really feel like thinking about it right this minute. 
 
On how much of the playbook he lost when Luke came in… 
Once we got going, we were fine. Call whatever. I just wanted to make sure I didn’t just come out and start 
throwing it all over the lot. I wanted him to get comfortable and get going a little bit, get in a rhythm. I thought 
Le’Veon did a good job of trying to put it on his back. I think we called six or seven runs in a row where he got 
the ball. Luke is very confident, so once we got out of that first series, you could just tell he was calm. It was 
like we were at practice.  
 
On if they did not complete a pass until later in the third because they were trying to get Luke 
comfortable… 
It was more (that) I was watching the protection. 
 
On what he says to the team at 0-2 and on the third-string quarterback… 
It’s familiar territory for me. We have to get better at what we’re doing. We can play so much better than this. 
The details of what is going on in all three phases can get a lot better, and it’s going to have to. We have a long 
way to go. We have a lot of practice, a lot of games. It’s just going back to what we started doing in the spring 
and making sure we’re executing that way. 
 
On if it’s a concern that they are cutting the playbook because of the offensive line protection issues… 
We’ll get it remedied. We’ll get it fixed. 
 
On if he is concerned things will unravel and snowball downhill… 
No. Not with this group. If this was a different group, I’d worry. Not with this group, though. 
 
On how frustrating it is to have 19 points through two games… 
I mean, it’s not fun. It’s not something you want to go through. You have to battle through it. You have to figure 
out a way to get the ball in the endzone. 
 
On how critical some of the Jets penalties were… 
It seemed like the ones on offense really hurt us. We just needed to get something going, but we kept shooting 
ourselves in the foot. It’s not what you want. 
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On his injury… 
I knew I felt something when it happened. Figured it would be best to get off the field. I have no idea how 
long of an injury it will be. I have an MRI scheduled for the morning and we’ll go from there.  
 
On the difficulty of leaving his teammates shorthanded… 
Yes, for me, personally, I’ve played through a lot of stuff. So, it hurt me to not be able to go out there. I tried 
to get a different wrap and a different sleeve. I’ve played through a lot of stuff. It just sucks knowing that I 
couldn’t’ get out there, knowing we were shorthanded.  
 
On thinking this is the year the team will turn the corner, but then these hiccups happen… 
It definitely sucks starting like this. We’ve had a lot of injuries. A lot of guys have been forced to handle a 
bigger workload than they have in the past. Some guys are fresh out of college. The young guys will have 
to step up until we get everyone healthy. It definitely sucks hearing about the guys fighting tooth and nail 
with not a lot of healthy guys out there. That’s one positive I can take. I heard the guys were fighting out 
ther and giving it their all. That’s the one positive I can take from this. Hopefully, we can turn this thing 
around.  
 
On if this year feels like bad luck because of the injuries… 
This is probably the worst luck with injuries I’ve ever been a part of since I was in college with (Nick) Chubb 
and he went down in the first offensive series in the game back in Georgia. Then I went down after that. It’s 
probably the worst injury bug I’ve seen. You see the starting quarterback go out, then the second-string 
quarterback gets hurt, and then you have a young guy playing. If definitely sucks. You just have to find a 
way to rebound, get guys healthy and turn it around.  
 
On the challenges the team faces ahead… 
You just have to do what you have to do. You have to limit the penalties. You know the guys take advantage 
of that. You just have to make plays.  
 
On the team’s expectations to win, despite the injuries… 
You never know. That’s how this league is. The team that wants it more is going to win it. You’ve seen a lot 
of things happen in the past with teams that weren’t supposed to win it, win a lot of games. You just have 
to see. You don’t know who’s going to be active or inactive. You just have to see. I’m always optimistic.  I’m 
not going to give up on anybody. They have that fight in them. They can pull it away.  



 

New York Jets DL Steve McLendon, 9.16 
 

McLendon, Steve 9.16  Page 1-of-1 

On what they can do to improve... 
We’ve just got to do our job, stay locked in for 60 minutes.  
 
On if it’s harder when they offense can’t get anything going... 
It’s not about them, we’re a team. We’re a team. We still have to stop them no matter how many times the 
defense is on the field. We have a job to do. We were well prepared for this game. We knew them, they 
knew us. And we just didn’t answer the bell. You have to finish. 
 
On what kind of mentality he has with all the adversity thrown at the Jets … 
Gregg (Williams) said it best, you’ve gotta be mentally tough for this. You have to be built for this. Nothing 
is going to be given to us, everything is going to be earned. It hurts, it hurts, but you just can’t give up. The 
three things I live by, “Never give in, never give up and never give out.” It’s just that simple. 
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